Matthew: the Tax Collector

Luke 5:27-32
Matthew’s Life

1. His Career – Tax Collector (Mt 9:9)
Two Kinds of Tax Collector

A. Gabbai - they were the general tax collectors, they collected property tax, income tax, poll tax, standardized. There was not apparently as much graft at that level. 

B. Mokhes – Great Mokhes and Little Mokhes

Tax collectors were considered the lowest class of people. Publicans were grouped with the worst kinds of people. 
· Matthew 9: 11 – tax collectors and ‘sinners’

· Matthew 18:17 – pagan and tax collectors

· Matthew 21:31 – tax collectors and prostitutes
2. His Calling (Luke 5:27-28)

What kind of people does God use? 

· Stained glass saints? No. Vile, wretched, rotten sinners, the most despicable people in society who are willing to be forgiven.

3. His Joy (Lk 5:27-32)

A. His Joy Was To Abandon All & Follow Christ (Lk 5:27,28)

· The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl (Matthew 13:44-46)

B. His Joy was To Get Others to Personally Jesus! (Lk 5:29-32; Mt 9:10-13)

4. His Passion – New Life Work 
· Tradition says that for 15 years Matthew preached to the Jews. 
· He is the most Jewish of the Gospel writers, and aims at Jewish conversions.
· Matthew forsook Israel to get rich, but Jesus called him to forsake his riches to be a missionary to Israel. 
· He had already learned to be hated by the Jews for being a money hungry collaborator with Rome, so he had no problem in adjusting to be hated for being an Apostle of Christ. 
· All the hate and ridicule he faced in his old life prepared him to be a bold witness for Jesus.
· Traditions vary as to where and how Matthew died. Some say in a Arabia, and others in Ethiopia. Some say he died by the sword, but the Greek church uses fire as a symbol of Matthew, because they believe he died a martyr by burning. 

· All we know for sure is that this ex-tax-collector became a profitable servant of Christ; teaching us to never underestimate the potential of any worldly person for the kingdom of God. 
Conclusion

· When ever you see an ambitious, materialistic, money hungry man, remember Matthew, and do not despise him, but pray and labor for his conversion. 
· Like Matthew, he can become as zealous for the Master as he formerly was for money.
