Nathanael – The Guileless One
John 1:43-51
· Nathanael means God gives or God has given

· His other name is Bartholomew ie. Son of Tolmai
· John 21:2 tells us that Nathanael is from Cana (this is the same place where Jesus turns water into wine in John 2)

What Kind of Person Nathanael was?

1. He was a Lover of Scripture (45)

· What matters to Nathanael is Scripture. Philip knows his friend Nathanael, he knows that Nathanael views things from the Scripture's standpoint. 

· And so when he goes to him to introduce the Messiah that he has found, or has found him, he does so from the standpoint of Old Testament prophecy. 

2. He was Prone to Prejudice (46)

3. He was Sincere and Genuine (47)

· Jesus refers to him as “an Israelite indeed.” He was an authentic Israelite. This is not a reference to his physical descend from Abraham. Jesus was not talking about genetics. He was linking Nathanael’s status as a true Israelite to the fact that he was without deceit. His guilelessness is what defined him as a true Israelite. 

· For the most part, the Israelites of Jesus’ day were not real, because they were hypocrites. They lived life with a veneer of spirituality, but it was not real, and therefore they were not genuine spiritual children of Abraham. Nathanael, however, was real. (Roman 2:28-29)

4. He was a man of Faith (48-51)
· Because his heart was sincere and his faith was real, Nathanael overcame his prejudice. 

In the OT, Jacob had a dream in which “a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it” (Genesis 28:12). Jesus’ words to Nathanael were a reference to that OT account. He was the ladder. And Nathanael would see the angels of God ascending and descending upon Him. In other words, Jesus is the ladder that connects heaven and earth.

Conclusion

There is no reliable record on how he died. One tradition says he was tied up in a sack and cast into the sea. Another tradition says he was crucified. By all accounts, he was martyred like all the apostles except John.

What we do know is that Nathanael was faithful to the end because he was faithful from the start. Everything he experienced with Christ and whatever he experienced after the birth of the New Testament church ultimately only made his faith stronger. 
And Nathanael, like the other apostles, stands as proof that God can take the most common people, from the most insignificant places, and use them to His glory.

