Philip – the Plodder

· Philip had a Greek name. It means “lover of horses”.

· The most famous Philip in Greek history was Philip of Macedon, the father of Alexander the Great. 
Four Accounts from John Concerning Philip

1. The Calling Account (John 1:43-45)
2. The Feeding of the Five Thousand Account (John 6:1-9)
· Philip was obsessed with mundane matters and therefore overwhelmed by the impossibility of the immediate problem. 
· He knew too much arithmetic to be adventurous. The reality of the raw facts clouded his faith. 
· He was so obsessed with this temporal predicament that he was oblivious to the transcendental possibilities that lay in Jesus’ power. 
· He was enthralled with common-sense calculations that he didn’t see the opportunity the situation presented.
· He should have said, "Lord, You want to feed them, feed them, I'm just going to stand back and watch how You do it. You can do it, Lord. Do it. You made wine at Cana and fed your children manna in the wilderness. Do it. We'll tell everybody to get in line, You just make the food." 
· That would have been the right response. But Philip was convinced it simply couldn’t be done. 

· The limitless supernatural power of Christ had completely escaped his thinking.

3. The Visit of the Greeks Account (John 12:20-22)
4. The Upper Room Account (John 14:1-10)
· “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us” John 14:8. The same old calculating mind came up short once again. Before he had said, “Not enough.” 
· This time he said, “That will be enough.” It bordered on the insulting. “you’re not enough. Show us the Father and that will be enough.”

· It speaks volumes for the patience of our Lord Jesus that He simply took Philip’s comment in His stride. The Lord’s answer was sublime. John 14:9 gives us His exact words: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among such a ling time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father?” 

· Jesus said, what you are asking for is redundant. 
· There is not one particle of difference between the Father and me. 
· What He is I am; what He says I say; what He does I do. If you have seen me, you have seen Him. If I were to show you Him, I would simply be showing you myself. 
· Don’t you realize that for the past thirty-three years I have been the visible expression of the invisible God? 

· I am God as He is God – except that I am God manifest in flesh. 

· Ever since I was born I have been giving people a moment-by-moment, three dimensional, full high definition, full-color, audio-visual demonstration of God.” 

Conclusion
How He Died

· Tradition tells us that he was so faithful to Christ, so devout, so loyal that he wouldn't recant Christ under the Roman persecution. 
· And because he wouldn't, they stripped him of his clothes, they put steel rods through his ankles and through his thighs and they hung him by those upside down. 
· And he said, according to the tradition, that when he was dead he did not want to be wrapped in a linen garment, because he wasn't worthy to be treated the way his Lord was in His death.
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