Sermon Title: Thomas: the Pessimist

Three Characteristics of Apostle Thomas:

1. Thomas was a Man of Great Courage (John 10:32ff; John 11:16)

· “Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp” (John 10:39)
· Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him” (John 11:16)

Question: How Far would you be willing to go for Jesus?

2. Thomas was a Man of Deep Devotion (John 14:1-7)

· “Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” (John 14:5)

· This is a man with deep love. This is a man with a relationship with Christ that was so strong that he didn't ever want to be severed from Him. And his heart is really broken as he speaks. He's shattered. The thought of losing Christ paralyzes him. He had become so associated and attached to Jesus in these years that he would be glad to die with Christ, but he certainly didn't want to live without Him. Just let me die, just don't leave me, just don't go without me cause I don't know how to get there.
Question 2: Do you Really Understand why Jesus Came?

3. Thomas was a Man of Heroic Doubts (John 20:9-21; Mark 16:10-13)

· “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.” (John 20:25)
· Jesus said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side, Stop doubting and believe.” (John 20:27)
· Jesus is tender with him He understands doubt. He understands uncertainty. He understands pessimism. But again it's a heroic kind of pessimism because he is willing to die, because he loves profoundly.
Question 3: Do you Really Believe in the Promises of God?

Conclusion

History indicates that Thomas may well have taken the gospel as far as India. There is in India the Bar Toma Church, sons of Thomas, who trace their origin to him. Tradition says, because he would not deny the faith he would not cease preaching, a spear was run through him and he was executed. So in the end his doubt became certainty and so certain of his reunion with Christ was he that he took a spear and finally gave his life to have the reunion that he must have longed for all those years between Christ's ascension and his own death.
